VISIT  TO  PARIS

a few pieces of somewhat later date; my motive for intro-
ducing them will, however, be evident from the specimens
of his letters given above.

4 Frankfort: May 2, 1857.1

'. . . Much as I agree with you in regard to internal
policy, I can enter but little into your conception of foreign
policy, with which I find fault in general, because it
ignores the reality of things. You start from the notion
that I sacrifice principle to an individual man who im-
poses upon me. I object to both the premises and the
conclusion. The man does not impose upon me at all.
The faculty to admire individuals is only moderately de-
veloped in me, and it is rather a defect in my vision
that it is sharper to detect weaknesses than merits. If
my last letter have perchance a livelier colouring, I beg
that you will regard this more as a rhetorical expedient
for influencing you. So far, however, as regards the
principle sacrificed by me, I cannot exactly formulate
concretely what you mean by that, and beg that you will
return to that point in your answer, since I feel that I
cannot afford to part company with you on a question of
principle. If by it you mean a principle to be applied
to France and its Legitimacy, then I fully admit that I
completely subordinate this to my specifically Prussian
patriotism; France interests me only in so far as she reacts
upon the condition of my country, and we can only deal
politically with the France which exists, and this France
we cannot exclude from the combinations. A legitimate
monarch like Louis XIV is just as hostile an element
as Napoleon I, and if the present successor of the latter
conceived to-day the idea of abdicating in order to enjoy

1 Letters from Bismarck to Gerlach, p. 314.
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